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WITH THE new Johnson Administra- .{.’sg:,‘k:a;gt(i)gnt(.‘l; c;)funittry“llgréw h:r:lh g;g; THERE. ARE mora Peace Corpsmen
tion mow formally inaugurated, there Spanish in Mexico City or a ditficult m several countries I visited than men
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pointments will be determined by name &id not ring a bell, there was a Your.xg, anxious to get to know tihe
political considerations, but the con- small card ea’alogue on the dosk that .com_vtrles and regions in which they are
tinual neced to improve our Foreign quickly setéled tlft, question. stationed, Peace Corps members log
Service will also be served. ‘ o - _ much time-off mileage by foot, bicyele,
. . L. Early in {lie morning one usually 1 back ul nd boat. O tri
. How is the Foreign Service doing finds the political section boys reads lorseback, mule and boal, Un a wrip
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: these days? Is it sull full of peopie . 4, 15041 newspapers, especially if the : : ‘ : b
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the ecountry in which they Iive? Do
they ever get out.of the capitals? How
do they compare with other American

representatives, from the Peace Corps -

{0 the members of milifary missions?

Visiting 12 American embassies in
T.atin America and seven in Africa in
the course of the last two years while
I was engaged in a sociological study,
.1 gathered the following impressions.

. FEW PHEOPLI realize that much of
~our information on the political 'life
of other countries is obtained not by
the hush-hush work of the CIA or the
intelligence arms of the military serv-
‘ices, hut by the political sections of the
(nﬂ)aseles
Tach embassy I visited had such a
scetion, sometimes one man, as in

Guratemala; sometimes a whole suile of |

offices, as in Rio. The political scetion
people collcel and analyze “manifest”
information: informaiion that is avail-
able without any spying or other covert
aetivity,

They read the' hewspapers of the .

host country ‘religiously,” meet as
many of its wellinformed citizens as
possible and attend meetings at which
they hide neither their identities nor
their jods, These men serve as the
,eyes and cars of the ambassadors and
tnc State Department. They assess who

5 likely to win the next election, why
the head of a patty usually frlendly to
‘us suddenly: denounces ‘“Washington
neco 1mpe m‘\sm Jnd what the populm

government controlled. (Even a slow
reader will be done rmather quickly with

‘{the newspapers of Zanzibar or Lthio-

pia) In the larger eambassies, there is
usually a weekly ccnference in which
the ambassador and members of other
scctions often participate. Launch ‘is
often spent with a “contact,” then back
to the office, where there are endless
reporls to write for Wastinglon and

" frequent demands from the ambassador

for information.

IN MY JUDGMENT, 17 of the 19
members of political s«,ct ons I met

‘were well informed, but all but ¢hree

or Tour were typicel desk inen. They
spent about 80 per cent of their time
in the embassy, reading, writing, partic-
ipating in meetings,

Wl;en they went ont, it was usually
{o Iunheh iun the capital and back to the
oifice. The people they knew personal-

-1y ranged over a wide spectrum; a po-
- litical
Amnicrvican capital helped me fto mect a
Communist leader, though the party:

section man in'a major Latin-

there is half-illegal. S8till, those “con-
tacts” were almost without excepiion
big-city pcople who had Western man-
ners and were easy to communicate
with.

One of the few exceptions was a
political section man in Africa who
was on social terms with a rather savvy
gentleman believed to be the. local pay-
master of the Communist Chinese. The
gcntlem'm, it tumed out szed in! a

stopped in a small village a hundred

miles from nowhere and a young Amer-

ican in jeans and a T-shirt got aboard. |
Ee was a Corps member stationed in

the Dominican - Republic and was

tramping across South America during

his 30-day Icave,

During the two days and a night on
the train, he tried to get by on one
meal a day to save moncy to buy souv-
venirs for his threc sisters back home.
The other Corps members and I suc-
peeded in ‘getting him to improve his
diet without neglecting his gift list.

It was on that journey, that I first
formed the impression, later strength-
ened by meeting Peace Corps people
in other countrics, that the most im-
portant effect the Peace Corps will
ever have will be on the United States

" {tzelf. A returning Peace Corpsman

will have a hard time forgetfing the
utter misery in which people in so many

_parts of the world iive.

ile might well he quite eritical of

_somc or cven moast forms of foreign
"nid, but he is likewy to favor morc and

better sharing with other pcople.
Having usually accomplished little him-
gelf and seen others achieve no more,
I will have gained an understanding
of the costs and difficulties of promot-
ing social changes in other countries,

e will laugh at attempts to intro-
fuce democracy into the Dominican
Republic on short order, or agrarian
redforms ine Chile by talkmx; to the land-
lmds, or socml progress in Guatemala
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’by ¢oligborating with the generals. He

will remember that, aping one of our
warst habits, Lutin Americans tend to
Ceull  their epponents  “Communists”
whatcver they really are. ’
When these matiers are discussed in
his community’s church, newspaper or
bar, he will declare with the authority
of 2 man who was there—and who
dirticd his hands doing a job—that we

should help more and expect 'less. By .

.. the tirae 10,000 former Pcace Corpsmen
are snread over the United States, they
will have a great liberalizing effect on
American public opinion. -

ONE OF THE saddest impressions [
' phined was that the Army is able to
send hetter people to underdeveloped
countries than the Agency for Infer-

‘ national Development (AID), which has -

some rather undersirable consequences.
_The problem was first called to my

attention when I had a drink with a

high-ranking Latin-American army of-
_ficer who was in charge of the engi-
 peering battalions of his country. He
© said he found the AID engineers far
inferior to those of the United States
Army. I asked to meet with both.

The {wo AID engineers I met were
tired men. They had been on the road
in onc underdeveloped couniry or an-

other for close to 20 yeavs. They haled’

ine climate, feared the diseases and en-

“joyed the cheap servants, The conversa- -

iion never really got away from the

. difficulty of servants to prevent ihem
from stealing and the ways you could

ing to the poini, never
o

get good sofer Jor hall its offieial
_price. . .
Bot: mt wers coianemptious of a

local populiddon Liat could not build

_aroad ov drize a tiuck “without forget-

ting to oil it,” ele, 'They ware uninter-
ested in discussing their jobs
much more interested in firding out
from me how fsr the recently ab-

nounced cuty in the AID ‘ridpet would

go. They hed more:to drink during

one lunch tian [ had diving a long

summer trip. ]
THE ARMY INGINEIR, agaiﬁst

- whom I was initially biased because

he would not see me untdl I got the
ambassador's secretary ¢o tell him that
I was “O K,” received me in an office
that had little in it other than austere
Army furniture ard a bhig map of the
projects of which he was in charge.
He was a yo?
He swiftly gave me a detaiied briefing
about the schools he was building with

the army of the host countcy, using’
AID money under what is koown as
- “eivie
questions without. ponsaitivg any docu-

action,” Me answered all my
ment other than the raap, He falked in
short, preeise senténecs, always answer-
volanteering
any extra informuiion.. ‘ -

He would not hwulge-frora the “line”
I knew the ombass
that he thougit 1me host country was
developing “iust fine” both economical

iy and politicaily. No, he bad had no

v

and .

g, determined man.

" gpicuous shortcomings o

- gnergetie,

vy favered, saying

unpleasant experic-ilces; yes, he did
like his service there. We had only cof-
fee, which he served himsell.

1 DID NOT like this officer; I found
him cold, impersonal, too devoted 0 fuls
cause and not particularly forthright.
But I could sce why the native leaders
preferred to deal with him. In other

encounters with AID and United States
Army personnel in' six Ceniral anu
South American couniries, I found .he

© Army ahead by a couniry mile.

It is easy to explain why the Aray
does better than A1D, bnt the unde-
sirable conscquenees of this differcaea
remain. These couniries have overly
powerful wmilitavy sectors and weak
civilian sectors. It is American policy
to strengthen the laiter over the
foriner, This ean hardiy be achieved
il our military missions ave so much
betier than our AID missions.
©In swmmary, many of the mest con.

service described in e
ican” are not to he seen iod
wellinformec
seem to serve in most counirie
are desk-bound, that duly =&
voduced but can hardly b
‘Also, more than cove:
States is represented »yv sinor than
Toreign Service men. Tie Peace Corps
probably makes more contacts outside
the capitals” than any other Americau
agency and the Army supplies o
“Ugly Americans” than AID does
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